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THE LITURGY OF THE WORD

WELCOME
OPENING VOLUNTARY The Holy Boy John Ireland
OPENING HYMN The First Nowell Hymnal 109
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1 The first No - well the an - gel did say
2 They look - ed up and saw a star
3 And by the light of that____  same star
4 This star drew nigh to the north - west,
5 Then en - tered in those wise____ men three
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1 was to cer - tain poor shep -herds in fields as they lay;
2  shin-ing in the east be - yond__  them far,
3 three _ wise___  men came____  from coun - try far;
4 oer___ Beth - le - hem_ it took its rest,
5 full rev. - erent - ly up - on their  knee,
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1 in fields as they lay, keep - ing their sheep,
2 and to the earth it gave__ great light,
3 to seek for a king was their____ in -  tent,
4 and there it did both stop____ and stay
5 and of - fered___ there in his_ pres - ence
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6 Then let us all with one accord
sing praises to our heavenly Lord;

l

that hath made heaven and earth of nought,

and with his blood our life hath bought.

Words: English carol, 18th cent. Music: The First Nowell, English carol, 17th cent.; harm. John Stainer (1840-1901)

Alternative Refrain
Descant (others unison)
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born is  the

Music: The First Nowell, English carol, 17th cent.; harm. and desc. Healey Willan (1880-1968) Copyright © by permission of Oxford University Press.

All rights reserved. Used with permission.




OPENING ACCLAMATION Enriching Our Worship
Officiant Blessed be the one, holy, and living God.

People Glory to God for ever and ever.
COLLECT FOR PURITY BCP 355
Officiant Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets

are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we

may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy name; through Christ our Lord.
People Amen.

GLORIA Angels we have heard on high, verse 7 Hymnal 96

Angels we have heard on high, singing sweetly through the night,
and the mountains in reply echoing their brave delight.
Gloria in excelsis Deo.

Gloria in excelsis Deo.

COLLECT OF THE DAY

Officiant The Lord be with you.

People And also with you.
Let us pray.

O Holy One, heavenly angels spoke to earthly shepherds, and eternity entered time in the
child of Bethlehem. Through the telling of the Christmas story, let our temporal lives be
caught up in the eternal in that same child, that we might join shepherds and all the
heavenly host in praising the coming of Jesus Christ our Savior, who lives and reigns with

you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever.
All Amen.



FIRST READING Jeremiah 31:7-14
1 ector A reading from Jeremiah.

Thus says the LORD:

Sing aloud with gladness for Jacob, and raise shouts for the chief of the nations;
proclaim, give praise, and say, “Save, O LORD, your people, the remnant of Israel.”
See, I am going to bring them from the land of the north,
and gather them from the farthest parts of the earth,
among them the blind and the lame, those with child and those in labor, together;
a great company, they shall return here.
With weeping they shall come,
and with consolations I will lead them back.
I will let them walk by brooks of water,
in a straight path in which they shall not stumble;
for I have become a father to Israel,
and Ephraim is my firstborn.
Hear the word of the LORD, O nations, and declare it in the coastlands far away;
say, “He who scattered Israel will gather him, and will keep him as a shepherd a flock.”
For the LORD has ransomed Jacob,
and has redeemed him from hands too strong for him.
They shall come and sing aloud on the height of Zion,
and they shall be radiant over the goodness of the LORD,
over the grain, the wine, and the oil, and over the young of the flock and the herd;
their life shall become like a watered garden, and they shall never languish again.
Then shall the young women rejoice in the dance,
and the young men and the old shall be merry.
I will turn their mourning into joy,
I will comfort them, and give them gladness for sorrow.
I will give the priests their fill of fatness,
and my people shall be satisfied with my bounty,

says the LORD.

The Word of the Lord.
People Thanks be to God.



PsALM 84 How lovely is thy dwelling place Hymnal 517
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1 How love - ly is thy dwell - ing - place, O Lord of hosts, to
2 Be - side thine al - tars, gra - cious Lord, the swal-lows find a

3 They who go through the des - ert vale will find it filled with
4 One day with - in courts ex - cels a thou-sand spent a -

thy
P o N d o |

i S ——— - 2 o 2 ﬂ—‘—F’—L
il [ | | [ | | | | [ []
| | | | O | =1 I | |
044 — | ——— '
2 & | o | |
G * e . Z e z 2
S8 7 A P
me! My thirst - y  soul de - sires and longs with -
nest; how hap - py they who dwell with thee and
springs, and they shall climb from height to height all
way; how hap - py they who keep thy laws nor
] | L1 d & o
S 5 8 g o o e -
2 =L !
N #
A I i
- I -
173 [ < 4
’ F F B Tt
in thy courts to be; my ve - ry heart and
praise thee with - out rest, and hap - py they whose
Zi - on’s tem - ple rings with praise to thee, in
from thy pre - cepts stray, for thou shalt sure - ly
e J | J o |
4 YX..| > (] O A P (o]
Jeal | = (7 § ’ ‘ IFI ID
N M | | |
i ; ., 3, | °
ARV = >
A
flesh cry out, O liv - ing God, for thee.
hearts are set up - on the pil - grim’s quest.
glo - ry throned, Lord God, great King of kings.
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Words: Para. of Psalm 84; sts 1-2, The Psalm of David in Meeter, 1650; sts. 3-4, Carl P. Daw, Jr. (b. 1944) Copyright ©1982, Carl P. Daw, Jr.
Music: Brother James’Air, J. L. Macbeth Bain (1840?-1925) Copyright © by permission of Oxford University Press. All rights reserved. Used with permission.



SECOND READING Ephesians 1:3-6,15-19a

Lector A reading from Ephesians.

Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in Christ with every
spiritual blessing in the heavenly places, just as he chose us in Christ before the foundation of the world
to be holy and blameless before him in love. He destined us for adoption as his children through Jesus
Christ, according to the good pleasure of his will, to the praise of his glorious grace that he freely
bestowed on us in the Beloved.

I have heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love toward all the saints, and for this reason I do
not cease to give thanks for you as I remember you in my prayers. I pray that the God of our Lord Jesus
Christ, the Father of glory, may give you a spirit of wisdom and revelation as you come to know him, so
that, with the eyes of your heart enlightened, you may know what is the hope to which he has called you,
what are the riches of his glorious inheritance among the saints, and what is the immeasurable greatness
of his power for us who believe.

The Word of the Lord.
People Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL Matthew 2:13-15,19-23

Deacon ~ The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew.
People Glory to you, Lord Christ.

After the wise men had left, an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream and said, “Get up, take
the child and his mother, and flee to Egypt, and remain there until I tell you; for Herod is about to
search for the child, to destroy him.” Then Joseph got up, took the child and his mother by night, and
went to Egypt, and remained there until the death of Herod. This was to fulfill what had been spoken by
the Lord through the prophet, “Out of Egypt I have called my son.”

When Herod died, an angel of the Lord suddenly appeared in a dream to Joseph in Egypt and said, “Get
up, take the child and his mother, and go to the land of Israel, for those who were seeking the child’s life
are dead.” Then Joseph got up, took the child and his mother, and went to the land of Israel. But when
he heard that Archelaus was ruling over Judea in place of his father Herod, he was afraid to go there.
And after being warned in a dream, he went away to the district of Galilee. There he made his home in a
town called Nazareth, so that what had been spoken through the prophets might be fulfilled, “He will be

called a Nazaorean.”

The Gospel of the Lord.
People Praise to you, Lord Christ.
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NICENE CREED BCP 358

Officiant

All

Joining with Christians throughout the centuries and throughout the world,
let us affirm the faith of the Church, saying the Nicene Creed.

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God,
begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father.
Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven:
by the power of the Holy Spirit
he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was made man.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son.
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.
He has spoken through the Prophets.

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen.



PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE Common Worship

Reader  1n peace let us pray to the Lord.

Father, your Son our Savior was born in human flesh.
Renew your Church as the Body of Christ.

Holy God, in your mercy
People  Hear our prayer.

Reader  There was no room for your Son in the inn.
Protect with your love all who are in need of income, food, and shelter.

Holy God, in your mercy
People  Hear our prayer.

Reader ~ Mary, in the pain of labor, brought your Son to birth.
Hold in your hand all who are in pain or distress, including Marie Abdulla, Pat Ald, Sue
Barber, Genet Barthwell, Tim Cook, David Dieter, Digory, Kate Latham Driscoll, Debbie Faust,
Vincent Faust, Grace, Hope Hoffman, Judith, Launren Keils, Lucinda Keils, JoAnn Kelly,
Matthew Klein, Kathryn Lincoln, Arnold Maitthews, Jane McFeely, Jonathon Moon, Paul,
Kathleen S., Marilyn Shably, Kay Smith, Owen Sprague, Gregg Stewart, Len St. Jean, John T.,
Bobbie Traxler, Sue Urbanskz, Mimi 1 an Scoter, Megan White, Bob Wright, and those we now
name. (People add names silently or alond.)

Stlence

Holy God, in your mercy
People  Hear our prayer.

Reader  Your Christ came as a light shining in the darkness.
Bring comfort to all who suffer in the sadness of our world,
including those who are mourning the loss of loved ones.

Holy God, in your mercy
People  Hear our prayer.

Reader  The angels sang, “Peace to God’s people on earth.”
Strengthen those who work for peace and justice in our communities and in all the world,
especially those serving in health care and on the front lines throughout this pandemic.

Holy God, in your mercy
People  Hear our prayer.

Reader ~ Shepherds in the field heard good tidings of joy.
Let us celebrate the reasons for joy in our lives, including those who have birthdays and
anniversaries this week, especially Nic& Beck, Joyce Esse, Tom Vermeersch, Tom Cragg, Karen
Frade, Dorothy Coleman, Beth Ann Tesink, Eligabeth Maber, Anna VanToai, Stephen
Wilbert, and those we now name. (People add names silently or aloud.)

Stlence



People
Reader

People
Reader

People
Reader

People
Officiant

All

CONFESSION OF SIN

Officiant

All

Officiant

All

Holy God, in your mercy
Hear our prayer.

Strangers found the Holy Family, and saw the baby lying in the manger.
Bless our homes and all whom we love.

Holy God, in your mercy
Hear our prayer.

Heaven is come down to earth, and earth is raised to heaven.

Hold in your hand all those who have passed through death in the hope of your coming
kingdom, especially those in whose memory the Christmas flowers and music are given,
and those we now name. (People add names silently or aloud.)

Stlence

Holy God, in your mercy
Hear our prayer.

Christians all over the world celebrate Christ’s birth.
Open our hearts that he may be born in us anew.

Holy God, in your mercy
Hear our prayer.

Father, angels and shepherds worshipped at the manger throne.

Receive the worship we offer in fellowship with Mary, Joseph, and the saints,
through him who is your Word made flesh, our Savior Jesus Christ.

Amen.

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.
Silence may be kept.

Most merciful God,

we confess that we have sinned against you
in thought, word, and deed,

by what we have done,

and by what we have left undone.

We have not loved you with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,

have mercy on us and forgive us;

that we may delight in your will,

and walk in your ways,

to the glory of your Name. Amen.

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ,
strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life.

Amen.

BCP 360
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PEACE

Officiant  Unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given,
and his name shall be called the Prince of Peace.

The peace of the Lord be always with you.
People  And also with you.

The people share with one another signs of Christ’s peace.

VESTRY GREETING
OFFERTORY BCP 377
Officiant Let us with gladness present the offerings and oblations of our life and labor to the Lord.

Please give generously at christed.org/ online-giving
or by mailing a check to Christ Church Detroit, 960 E. Jefferson Ave., Detroit, 48207.

OFFERTORY ANTHEM In the Bleak Midwinter arr. Bill Ingram
The Handbell Choir
PRESENTATION HYMN LASST UNS ERFREUEN

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise him, all creatures here below.
Alleluia, alleluia!
Praise him above, ye heavenly host; praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER B
Celebrant The Lord be with you.
People And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give God thanks and praise.

The Celebrant proceeds

It is right, and a good and joytul thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, God Almighty,
Creator of heaven and earth; because you sent your beloved Son to redeem us from sin and death, and
to make us heirs in him of everlasting life; that when he shall come again in power and great triumph to
judge the world, we may without shame or fear rejoice to behold his appearing. Therefore we praise you,
joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the company of heaven, who for ever sing
this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name:

11



Celebrant and People

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,

heaven and earth are full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.

Hosanna in the highest.

The Celebrant continues

We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have made known to us in
creation; in the calling of Israel to be your people; in your Word spoken through the prophets; and
above all in the Word made flesh, Jesus, your Son. For in these last days you sent him to be incarnate
from the Virgin Mary, to be the Savior and Redeemer of the world. In him, you have delivered us from
evil, and made us worthy to stand before you. In him, you have brought us out of error into truth, out of
sin into righteousness, out of death into life.

On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given thanks to
you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for
you. Do this for the remembrance of me.”

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said,
“Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for
the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.”

Therefore, according to his command, O Father,

Celebrant and People

We remember his death,
We proclaim his resurrection,
We await his coming in glory;

The Celebrant continues

And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Lord of all; presenting to you, from your
creation, this bread and this wine.

We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts that they may be the Sacrament of
the Body of Christ and his Blood of the new Covenant. Unite us to your Son in his sacrifice, that we
may be acceptable through him, being sanctified by the Holy Spirit. In the fullness of time, put all things
in subjection under your Christ, and bring us to that heavenly country where, with all your saints, we
may enter the everlasting heritage of your sons and daughters; through Jesus Christ our Lord, the
firstborn of all creation, the head of the Church, and the author of our salvation.

By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty
Father, now and for ever.

Celebrant and People
Amen.
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LORD’S PRAYER

Celebrant And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say
All Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name,

thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread.

And forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those who trespass against us.

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.
BREAKING OF THE BREAD Common Worship

The Celebrant breaks the consecrated bread. A period of silence is kept.

Celebrant
All

Let us pray.

As the grain once scattered in the fields

and the grapes once dispersed on the hillside

are now reunited on this table in bread and wine,

so, Lord, may your whole Church soon be gathered together
from the corners of the earth into your kingdom.

Amen.

The priest does not receive, but begins the Prayer for Spiritual Conmunion.

SPIRITUAL COMMUNION Common Worship

Celebrant

All

Faithful God, in the wonder of your wisdom and love,
you fed your people in the wilderness with the bread of angels,
and you sent Jesus to be the bread of life.

Although we cannot gather in person as a congregation

and consume these gifts of bread and wine together,

we thank you that we do receive the sacrament of Christ’s presence,
the forgiveness of sins, and all other benefits of Christ’s passion.

By the power of the Holy Spirit,

may we embody your desire and be renewed for your service,
through Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen.

CONCLUDING COLLECT

Celebrant

Lord Jesus, stay with us. Assure us and revive us in the truth that in you alone, we are
and always will be one body. Nourish us with solace and strength to be bread for the
world, and bring us at last to that heavenly banquet, where with the Father and the Holy
Spirit, you live and reign, one God, for ever and ever.

Amen.
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BLESSING
Celebrant

All

May the joy of the angels, the humility of the shepherds, the perseverance of the magi, and
the peace of the Christ-child be yours this Christmas; and the blessing of the God of
heaven, the God who creates us, the Son who sets us free, and the Spirit who promises to

be with us even to the end of the ages, be with you all evermore.
Amen.
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RECESSIONAL HYMN As with gladness men of old Hymnal 119
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1 so, most gra-cious Lord, may we ev - er - more be led to thee.
2 so may we with will -ing feet ev - er seek the mer-cy - seat.
3 all our cost-liest trea-sures bring, Christ! to  thee, our heaven-ly  King.
4 wherethey need no star to guide, where no clouds thy glo - ry hide.
5 there for ev - er may we sing al - le - lu-ias to our King.
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Words: William Chatterton Dix (1837-1898). Music: Dix, melody Conrad Kocher (1786-1872); arr. William Henry Monk (1823-1889);
harm. The English Hymnal, 1906

DISMISSAL
Deacon Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
Peaple Thanks be to God.
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ABOUT THE ART AND MUSIC

The icon on the cover, Refugees: La Sagrada Familia November 20106) is by contemporary iconographer Kelly
Latimore. About the icons he writes, Latimore reflects, “I was not taught by a traditional iconographer, and so to
some, I am breaking many rules...My hope is that these icons do what all art can potentially do, which is, to
create dialogue. The other may have something to teach us about what we know, about who God is, the world
we live in, and who are our neighbors. This is the real work of being human and of art. Being more present.”
Read more at kellylatimoreicons.com. Refugees: La Sagrada Familia is reprinted here with permission under the
Creative Commons Attribution Noncommercial License of Vanderbilt University.

All music is reprinted and streamed with permission under OneLicense account #A-725867.
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Dedications for Christmas Flowers & Music

The poinsettias and other Christmas flowers and greens in the sanctuary are given by parish members

to the glory of God and in loving memory, in thanksgiving, or in honor of loved ones.

In loving memory of

George F. Port — in celebration of his life
Lisa Staif — our beloved sister, aunt, and godmother

Sarah Mashour-Deeb — my beloved mother
Raymond Deeb — my beloved brother

Betty Locke & Altero Alteri — my parents
Joan Buelens

Rachel & John Staif
Kareem & Chatrles Costandi

Tony, Mary, and Albert Abdullah

John & Ann Warner; Enrick Warner

Carl Simmons; Luther & Glended Stafford
Ickford Edwards

Lisa Staif; Kareem & Charles Costandi;
Barbara Feldkircher; Donald Berlage

Grandma Bernell; Aunt Tuts; Dr. K
Cathy Zuker
William & Stephania Hubbard

Samuel George Watts, Sr.
Samuel George Watts, Jr.

Mike & Helen George (Howarah)
Al Keatts

Mary Alice Dietrich; Mary Carolyn Harms
Nancy vom Steeg; Ralph D. Cushing, Jr.

Katharine & Frank Belcher; Constance Inez Loevy
David & Emily Crenshaw

Douglas Esse; Loretta Meide; Brigitte Meide
Helen John

Given by

Harriet and family
Lauren, John, Marisa, Dana, and Erin

Margie Deeb

Beth Ann Tesluk

Miriam Costandi

George & Yvonne Abdullah & family

Betty & Patrick Warner

The Berlage Family

Ruth Boeder & Tom Rich
Eileen & Gary MacDonald
Greg & Mary Ann Williams
Merle Watts

From the family

Mary Keatts

Barbara Cushing

Denise & Kerry Crenshaw

Rosemary Esse
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Katherine & David Webb and John C. Dickson

Shauna Richardson

In thanksgiving for

Sue Webb-Dickson & Barry Dickson

Sam Richardson

Given by

Nicholas, Ian & Shaila,
Rachel, William, Olivia, and Eric

Our loving Sittoo, Miriam Costandi

My grandchildren Nicholas, Ian, Rachel, Miriam Costandi
William, Olivia, and Eric

My devoted children Cathy & Steve, John & Sheila

The choral and instrumental musical offerings this Christmas are given by parish members
to the glory of God and in loving memory, in thanksgiving, or in honor of loved ones.

In loving memory of Given by

Helen & Naseef Staif and Arax & George Leney, Lauren & John Leney

our dear parents

Rachel & John Staif, Futha & Antonio Meda, Lauren & John Leney

Iva & Bert Leney — our dear grandparents

James & Clarice Williams Greg & Mary Ann Williams
Ida & George Watts Merle Watts

Eva & Herman Mitchell

Henrietta & Julius Holmes Elsie & Bill Peck

Mildred Bass & William Peck, Sr.

In thanksgiving for Given by
The blessing of family and friends Linda Culpepper
Gloria & David Robinson, Carlitta Cabell
my loving sister & brother-in-law
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