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The Rev. Emily Williams Guffey

Historic, unprecedented, uncertain, tumultuous.
These are some words that commonly are used
to describe the time in which we are living.

To live, love, and grieve during a pandemic is to
endure something far greater than we can
comprehend. And yet, we try. Our faith seeks
understanding.

This report, an annual exercise, is particularly
poignant as we remember the joyful hope with
which 2020, our 175th anniversary year, began,

In my video message to you on March 15th, the first Sunday of the shutdown, I mentioned that

we humans - and congregants - are so connected, that whatever any one of us does affects

everyone else, for good or for ill. Although at that time, none of us could imagine that the

pandemic would continue to define the rest of the year, much less a few weeks, this report is an

attempt to document how we have worked together to prevent illness, to promote the common

good, and to keep the faith. We'll reflect upon what we have endured, and how our hope -- your
hope -- has forged a way forward, a true beacon in great darkness.

The week before the onset of the pandemic, a
number of our ministry leaders had engaged in a
series of workshops with Partners for Sacred
Places, through which we gained clarity about our
core values: inspiring music & arts, meaningful
education, genuine hospitality, and true diversity.
So, when we lost our ability to gather safely, I
immediately knew that we needed, somehow, to
continue our high-quality worship life, our vibrant
formation, and our personal care for one another.

and then how dramatically our lives changed in the middle of March when the COVID-19

pandemic reached Michigan and required us to shelter in place and shut down our buildings.

Thus began an exploration of virtual services and outdoor liturgies; Zoom classes and coffee

hours; depots and deliveries of pantry donations; new ministries such as Emily's Angels,

Drawing with a Tea, and Facilitating Racial Justice; many calls, texts, emails, and Facebook

messages, and an outpouring of hope.
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To paraphrase Paul in his letter to the Romans: through the grace that we offer to and receive

from one another, we can see light through our pain and grief. Through grace, it becomes

crystal clear that adversity produces endurance, endurance produces character, and character

produces hope. And Christ Church, that is who you are; that is what you do: you hope.

I thank each of you who has prepared a report and
participated in ministry this year, communal or personal,
expressed or within. Thank you for being you. You
personally have endured much this year, and that is no
small thing. That is, indeed, everything.

No matter what, Paul assures us, hope does not disappoint, because God's love has been

poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit, so that wherever we are, we carry one another in

our hearts, and are never truly alone, but always together in Christ.

And, if you, like me, sometimes find yourself at - or well
beyond - the limits of your knowledge, energy, or
capacity, please, my beloved, know and trust along
with me that that is precisely where we encounter
grace. That is where we forge hope. 

I have been amazed, day in and day out, of your
resilience, your graciousness, and yes, your hope.
Thank you for expressing your hope through faithful
worship, care for one another, patience with me, and
generosity to the church. I am thoroughly grateful that
through your steadfast testament of hope, our
congregation is learning to live and thrive through
adversity, and the staff and I may continue to provide for
ourselves and our families. That is no small thing.
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WORSHIP
The Rev. Emily Williams Guffey

Throughout the year, worship has remained our main focus and communal gathering, yet as we

have adapted to the pandemic, our understanding of "gathering" has expanded greatly.

I am grateful to each one of you who faithfully stewards,
continually improves, and flexibly participates in our worship life.

We have delighted in the continuation of exquisite floral
iconography and the delivery of chancel flowers to
homes; in seeing one another's pets, kids, and homes on
screen; in worshipping with CCD members, friends, and
relatives who live all around the country; and in Facebook
comments, text messages, and phone calls during/after
the virtual services--precious anchors in our weeks which
have lost other common markers of time. 

With the tremendous creativity and fortitude of the staff,
the re-convened Worship Commission, the newly formed
Property Use in Pandemic Committee, and other
volunteer leaders, and the generosity of those who
donated new tech equipment, we have worshiped via
Facebook, YouTube, and Zoom; held weekday and
pastoral services on the Woodbridge Avenue Lawn;
participated in Holy Communion spiritually and, whenever
possible, physically; hosted walk-throughs of the
sanctuary and drive-through events in the parking lot.
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As I pass the (conducting) baton, so to speak, in this report to the music team, I want to thank Dr.

Ed Maki-Schramm and Katrina Van Maanen, for their constant creativity and resilience. From the

beginning of a blessedly "regular" year, to your extraordinary contributions to the consecration of

our 11th bishop in February, to your immediate flexibility from March to the present as we've

navigated the various conditions of our pandemic life, you have led the songs of our hearts, near

and far. To each member of the Choir and Bell Choir, I thank you deeply for your continued

dedication and participation, singing in front of a camera in the quiet of your home, far from the

boisterous choir room, or hauling and ringing bells on cold (snowy?) fall days in the courtyard.

Your presence, your smiles, and your voices have lifted our spirits, more than you know. 

In 2020 we celebrated the weddings of Ceci Green & Caleb Brown, and Ruth Boeder & Tom Rich.

Due to safety protocols that went into effect in the middle of March, we were unable to celebrate

any baptisms, confirmations, receptions during 2020.

We mourned the deaths of all too many beloved friends and relatives, including: Elizabeth Beltz,

Harold Cherry, Rosalind Clinton, Sarah Jane Davis, Raymond Deeb, Sarah Esse, Anna Herold,

Phil Keils, Loretta Meide, George Port, Lisa Staif, Fernella Sterling, and Michael Thompson.   

I offer specific thanks as well, of course, to Pastor Anthony, Deacon Chip, Beth Ann Tesluk,

Sarah Tribelhorn, Calebria Webb, KaClarence Haynes and the Jani-King cleaning crew, and Liza

Parkinson and Richard Thomas, who inspire our worship in key ways behind the scenes.
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MUSIC MINISTRY
Dr. Edward Maki-Schramm, Director of Music

A feather in Christ Church’s cap is our association with
Opera MODO with CEO Danielle Wright and Artistic
Director Steven McGee. (Fun facts: Dr. McGee is now the
Director of Music at St. John’s Episcopal Church in Royal
Oak, and Danielle is an alto singer in our church choir.)
Opera MODO has an office in Sibley House and uses our
choir room for their rehearsals. Christ Church has long had
a reputation for good music and this association adds to
this. Opera MODO held a production in our sanctuary in
February of Dialogues of the Carmelites by Francis
Poulenc. The performances ran two weeks, plus many
weeks of rehearsals beforehand. The opera, written in
1956, challenged us to learn the story of the Carmelite
nuns who, in 1794 in the closing days of the Reign of
Terror during the French Revolution, were guillotined in
Paris for refusing to renounce their vocation. Bravi tutti to
Opera MODO for a brilliant production here at CCD!

The year 2020 began in its usual way for those of us who participate in the music of the church. After a
week away to rest from the multiple services of Christmas, the Choir and the Bell Choir returned to their
normal rehearsal and service schedules. One thing that made it different and special was our invitation to
participate and lead the music for the consecration of our next bishop, the Rt. Rev. Dr. Bonnie A. Perry,
on February 8th in Dearborn. It was an honor to be asked to be one of the music directors and to play so
much of the music on the rented electronic organ at the conference center. Many thanks to the Rev. Emily
and to all our musicians who supported this event with their time and talents. Christ Church Detroit was
well represented at this major event for our diocese.

In March, we welcomed the British singing ensemble Apollo5. They sang in our worship service on the
first Sunday in Lent and then sang in concert in our sanctuary the same afternoon. This was a fabulous
event with a large crowd in attendance. The concert was sponsored, in part, by Elsie and Bill Peck in
loving memory of Elsie’s brother.
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Parish Choir
Sopranos: Anna Baseley, Ruth Boeder, Mary Brown, Megan Carnevale, Joy Crawford, Elizabeth
Medvinsky, Katrina Van Maanen
Altos: Wendy Ford, Dana Howley, Sally LePla, Eileen MacDonald, Loretta Ryder, Corinthia Sims, Calebria
Webb, Jan Weir, Rhonda Yates
Tenors: Jocelyn Burrell, David Faust, Richard Householder, Michael Johnston, James Moore, Jr., Parker
Roberts, Jason Thomas
Basses: Paul Abdullah, William Hope, Benjamin King Quale, Roger Maki-Schramm, Howard Matthew,
William Peck, Scott Venman, Greg Williams

Handbell Choir: Paula Allen, Anna Baseley, Mary Brown, Sean Burpee, Lisa Jones, Roger Maki-
Schramm, Dennis Parker, Vickie Rice-Parker, Betty Warner, Sue Webb-Dickson, Jan Weir

I feel immense gratitude for the leadership of our church.  Thank you for protecting the income of our
musicians. Thank you for providing a place for us to return when the threat of this pandemic is over. The
thrill of finally celebrating our anniversary year and seeing each other in person is the hope to which we all
hold.

Our Deep River mid-week Lenten series began in
earnest with many musical guests including Dr.
Brandon Waddles, and Calebria Webb, but by the
middle of March, all services and rehearsals were
cancelled, and our worship services - including the
rest of the Deep River series - went online. Holy
Week, Easter, Pentecost, summer services, Advent,
and Christmas were all virtual worship services.

For the music side of production, I would be remiss if I did not mention the work of my colleague, Katrina
Van Maanen, who brilliantly taught herself video editing in a hurry and valiantly edits our musical work to be
handed off to the Rev. Emily for the final edit which you see each week. Katrina is not only a brilliant
soprano, but she is also a professional who rises to every challenge. All of us at Christ Church Detroit are
so fortunate to know her and call her friend. In addition to her singing and editing, she continues to lead our
Youth Choir and helped lead our entirely new children’s pageant this Christmas. There is so much success
this year during the pandemic, because of Katrina’s talent.

There was a natural evolution of our online
productions as each of us learned the ups and
downs of recording ourselves within the safety
guidelines set before us. In spite of all of our
hurdles, the Rev. Emily led our team in a cohesive
production schedule which made for ever better
worship experiences online.
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YOUTH CHOIR
Katrina Van Maanen, Director

While our second year of Youth Choir ultimately looked different than we had anticipated, the pandemic
made space for new opportunities to expand, to engage, and to reimagine the role of music in the lives of
our youth at Christ Church Detroit.

The repertoire consisted of simple traditional songs
that have been passed down aurally through
generations of Christians. These songs took place in
different settings outside of the church, which aimed
to show how music has a place outside of the walls of
our sanctuary. The series lasted thirteen episodes,
and included appearances by Megan Carnevale and
Pastor Anthony Estes. It also inspired a spin-off
series called "Protest Songs with Calebria", which
was intended to address the role of music in social
justice movements throughout history and presently.

Our year began with weekly Sunday rehearsals from 9:15-9:30 a.m. The Youth Choir consisted of four
members: Olivia Benbow, Mira Hughes, Stella Hughes, and Owen Guffey. Our small-but-mighty group had
the distinct honor of representing Christ Church Detroit at the consecration of our bishop, the Rt. Rev. Dr.
Bonnie A. Perry, on February 8, 2020. They were joined by Dahlia Medvinsky and other youth from around
the Midwest and sang the hymn "All The Colors of the Rainbow" and William Boyce's "Alleluia".

Expansion: The pandemic provided us with a chance to expand interest in our Youth Choir. One way we
sought to reach youth in our parish and beyond is with the creation of our weekly virtual series, "Campfire
Songs with Katrina". This series began in March and was published on CCD's Youtube channel and cross-
promoted on Facebook, with the number of views ranging from 66 to 404.
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Engagement: While the Youth Choir struggled with coordinating a full virtual choral piece, we were
blessed by the Hughes family, who offered to sing a hymn in our virtual service. The hymn was a new
setting of a familiar tune from the Songs for the Holy Other collection, and included Logan Hughes
accompanying on piano, and dad, Steve Hughes, singing.

Reimagine: Our mission moving forward in 2021 will be to continue to reimagine how music can enhance
the spiritual experience for our youth at Christ Church Detroit. Making music approachable to the younger
generation is an important part of engaging children and young adults. We will continue to strive for a
process-oriented program rather than focusing on a product-oriented goal, so that for our youth, music can
become a spiritual practice that will last a lifetime.

In addition to this virtual offering, the Youth Choir, in collaboration with Calebria Webb, produced an
entirely new children's pageant which premiered virtually on Christmas Eve. The pageant was an
adaptation of Mark Burrow's Room For Christmas. We were delighted to engage some youth who were
new to the choir program: Nico Rodriguez and Liam TenBrink, in addition to Owen Guffey, Stella Hughes,
and Mira Hughes. The pageant was spoken, but included one song performed by the Hughes sisters.
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ALTAR GUILD
Liza Parkinson and Josephine Powell, Co-Chairs

On Sunday, February 2nd, the Feast of Candlemas, the Altar Guild led
the congregation in blessing the candles we would use throughout the
year and praying for light. Oh, how we would need it!

Direct us, O Lord, in all our doings with thy most gracious favor, and further us with thy continual help; 
that in all our works begun, continued, and ended in thee, we may glorify thy holy Name, and finally, 

by thy mercy, obtain everlasting life; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
Book of Common Prayer, p. 832 

The ministry of the Altar Guild was halted by most of our members
who were unable to safely enter our church building and sacristy.
However, we have prayed for and supported those able to carry on.
We are profoundly grateful to our co-chair Liza Parkinson, our clergy
Rev. Emily and Pastor Anthony, and our floral iconographer Richard
Thomas for their efforts in making visible our ministry and the
celebration of our church seasons in shining and beautiful arrays.

We recognize our Altar Guild members Gwen Ald, Jane Forbes, Roberta Gaspar, Terry Lloyd, Roger
Maki-Schramm, Carolyn Maher, Josephine Mashour, Lydia Richardson, Alma Simmons, Mary Lou
Solomon, Letha Ann Steward, Richard Thomas, and Sally Wheeler, and offer a special thanks to Sarah
Tribelhorn for her support to the Guild.

The Altar Guild's year of ministry began with a celebration of the lives
of our 15th rector, Erv Brown, and his wife Tish, as they were laid to
rest in the columbarium. During his tenure, Erv led, among many other
things, a needlepoint ministry, and fashioned the frontal displayed
here. It was a real honor to welcome Erv & Tish's children and
grandchildren back to Detroit on the weekend of January 5th.

In the middle of March, with Lent underway, we all due to the
pandemic were required to temporarily abandon our church building,
including the Altar Guild ministry -- however, importantly, not our
church community and church family.
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FLORAL ICONOGRAPHY
Richard Thomas

In early February 2020, we assisted with the stage set for the consecration of the Rt. Rev. Dr. Bonnie A.
Perry, the eleventh bishop of this diocese, at the Ford Center for Performing Arts in Dearborn. Sue Webb-
Dickson, Hope Hoffman, and Dorothy Coleman assisted with preparing the greens that graced the
fountain on that stage. Many others assisted with the set up and take down of the stage, including Jon
Miller. As Lent 2020 began, we created floral icons based on the Sunday Scriptures. 

Floral Iconography is the meditative floral expression of our offering in worship. The year 2020 introduced
quite different needs and opportunities for worship, with COVID-19 severely limiting access to our typical
physical worship spaces. We have been working under the healthy guidelines set out for us and are
eagerly anticipating a return to in-person worship inside our treasured historic place. Nevertheless, we
had several opportunities to augment the worship with floral offerings both prior to closing the in-person
worship and in the months following.

Then, with the services streamlined at first as we learned and adopted new ways to express our corporate
worship, we did not have a lot of activity through summer and early fall. All Saints' Day, Christ the King
Sunday, and the four Advent Sundays and Christmas brought us back to work on-site. Liza Parkinson was
a particular guide and help this holiday season, as she and Josephine Powell are through the entire year.
Thanks also to Sarah Tribelhorn who assisted in setting up wholesale accounts for the church with floral
wholesalers in the area, and great appreciation to our rector for her timely and sensitive aesthetic support.
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LECTORS & EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS
Jim Fleming

Eucharistic Ministers: Charles Atwater, Chris Beck, Bob Brown, David Coleman, Chip Dischinger, Jim
Fleming, Donna Gloff, Guy Jackson, Mary Keatts, Kate Keenan, Lucinda Keils, Susan Larsen, Clarke
Mason, Jon Miller, Josephine Powell, Lamar Richardson, Edwina Simpson, Letha Ann Steward, Jim
Treece, Kathryn Treece, Michelle Wilbert

Lectors: Charles Atwater, Chris Beck, Olivia Benbow, Ruth Boeder, Bob Brown, Jocelyn Burrell, Carlitta
Cabell, Jennifer & Nathan Collard, Kate Connolly, Miriam Costandi, Denise Crenshaw, Allan Dib, Susan
Diehl, Dylan Doherty, Brittany Estes, David Faust, Jim Fleming, Tony Franklin, Bobbi Gaspar, Christine
Galli, Donna Gloff, Richard Householder, Eric and Gregory Jackson, Guy Jackson, Chadille Jones,
Desmond Jones, Sonia Jones, Kate Keenan, Lucinda Keils, Susan Larsen, Lauren Leney, Sally LePla,
Kathryn Lincoln, Seth Lloyd, Kevin Maher, Clarke Mason, Jon Miller, Anthony Mitchell, Carol Nini, Pat
O'Brien, Linda Olivache, Sonia Olsen, Liza Parkinson, Bill Peck, David Perez, Carl Pfadt, George Port,
Josephine Powell, the Rodriguez family, Bernadette Rupert, Regina Rupert, Phyllis Russell, Alma
Simmons, Edwina Simpson, Letha Ann Steward, Jim Treece, Kathryn Treece, Frances Trix, Jan Weir,
Caroline Widak, Mary Wilbert, Michelle Wilbert, Greg Williams, Stephanie Wren

USHERS
Chris Beck

The Usher Corps of Christ Church has always consisted of a talented and devoted cross-section of the
congregation. At the 8:15am service requires one usher, and the 10:30am service requires two. Although of
course we look forward to gathering again for worship in our beautiful sanctuary, we remain grateful for the
ministry in our lives and wish to recognize those who serve. Across both services, and other occasional
services such as funerals and weddings, our Usher Corps includes:

Mary Basse, Roger Basse, Chris Beck, Phil Brown, Phil Campbell, Albert Dib, Allan Dib, Dick Esse, Donna
Gloff, Steve Hughes, Guy Jackson, Desmond Jones, Sonia Jones, Kate Keenan, Susan Larsen, Terry
Lloyd, Kevin Maher, Jon Miller, Lamar Richardson, Art Shahly, Marilyn Shahly, Tom Solomon, John Staif,
Liam TenBrink, Tom Vermeersch, Betty Warner, Patrick Warner, Shirley Worthman, and myself. George
Port, a hard worker and always willing to fill in, died this December. How we will miss him! May God bless
him and his family.

These ministries both had to adapt a great deal in 2020. Suspending in-person worship meant that our Lay
Eucharistic Ministers had to channel their energies in other directions, but it gave our lectors a chance to
add new skills, and this ministry even grew considerably, as many new readers joined from home.
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YOUTH ACOLYTE PROGRAM
Cathy Berlage

This ministry was handicapped in 2020 due to COVID-19,
however the following dedicated youth participated in the early
months of 2020 and occasionally, virtually, throughout the year: 
Crucifer, Gospel Server, and Ribbon Bearer: Olivia Benbow,
Reid Benbow, Charlie Brandon, Andrew Fleming, Mira Hughes,
Elizabeth Maher Gospel Server: Brenna Ald, Stella Hughes,
Mary Wilbert, Ava White Torch Bearer: Brenna Ald, Stella
Hughes, Ava White 

Christ Church is truly blessed to have so many dedicated young people taking part in our Acolyte Program.
They serve our church in several capacities. Crucifer, Gospel Server, Torch Bearer, and Ribbon Bearer are
their official titles. Many of them also have served as teacher and/or mentor to our newcomers over the
past few years. Acolytes range in age from college students down through our youngest lower elementary
school members. Children who fall within this age group are always welcome to participate in this ministry.

Please join me in thanking these wonderful children for their dedicated service to Christ Church!

Junior Torch Bearers: Owen Guffey, Nico Rodriguez, Liam
TenBrink. These boys were participating in Torch Bearer
Training just prior to the COVID-19 shutdown. Their enthusiasm
for their new role was a delight to behold! I know they are
excited to be active participants in the Acolyte Program and we
are so looking forward to their participation on future Sundays.   

I am also truly hopeful that our three newest Sunday School
participants - Kyle Maynard and Adilem & Marleen Hernandez -  
will return/join the ranks of the Acolyte Program. We welcome
you all!
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CHRISTIAN EDUCATION
Anne Hughes on behalf of the Sunday School Team

Christ Church Detroit has a vibrant Sunday School program. We have eighteen students enrolled, eight
volunteer teachers, and three paid nursery supervisors. On our leadership team, Lauren Leney and
Calebria Webb maintain the weekly newsletter, Calebria coordinates the nursery and supports operations,
and Anne Hughes manages key connections throughout.

Our class levels include: Worship Center that serves ages 3 and up,
taught by Anne Hughes; a class for ages 7-10 taught by Lamar
Richardson and Megan Fleming; Rite 13 for middle school students,
taught by Lauren Leney and Kevin Maher; and two Journey to
Adulthood classes (J2A) for high school students, taught by Megan
Norris, Matthew Moore, and Taylor Matthew.

Many traditions and events supplement our Sunday school students’ in-class learning. In January and
February, through Calebria Webb's leadership, we celebrated Martin Luther King, Jr., and Black History
Month. On Shrove Tuesday, February 25, 2020, our senior J2A class hosted the annual Pancake
Supper, a fundraiser for their upcoming pilgrimage. 

For our youngest children, our nursery typically is open every Sunday,
staffed by caring, trained nursery supervisors who provide play-time,
games, and snacks. Caila Wilson, Dahlia Medvinsky, and Noelle
Shields are our wonderful nursery supervisors, and even during the
shutdown, they continued to record virtual story-times.

As the pandemic began in mid-March, we quickly adapted our classes and events to online and (when
permitted) socially-distanced formats. This fall in lieu of our annual picnic, and in order to recognize the
extreme stress our families, students, and teachers were enduring, we held a Back-to-School evening
prayer service, complete with soothing harp music. Our staff and volunteers also created gift bags and
hand-written notes to each student, and delivered them to their homes.



14

The senior J2A Class has completed their fundraising, and is currently planning their pilgrimage abroad.
The pilgrimage is the culmination of a 3-year curriculum, field trips, and extensive fundraising. The new J2A
class has just begun their curriculum, and the support from our congregation will be essential this year.

In December, the J2A class held an outdoor Advent Greens Market as a one-day event in the parking lot at
the church, safely and carefully planned by staff and parent volunteers. Items sold included wreaths,
garlands, handmade bows, and Advent candle baskets. Students led the market fundraiser by marking
inventory, assisting customers, collecting payments, and loading and delivering orders. 

In July, the Rite 13 Ceremony to Adulthood was held outdoors for three students, their families, and their
teachers. The students graduated to Journey to Adulthood. This class gained two new students, and this
November, the new J2A class of five students experienced a safe, day long outdoor retreat of activities
that included cooking as well as an outdoor ropes course at Tree Runner.

Our church is very fortunate to have an incredibly dedicated group of volunteers that teach and coordinate
our students. A very special thank you to Kevin Maher, Lauren Leney, Anne Hughes, Lamar Richardson,
Megan Fleming, Megan Norris, Matthew Moore, Taylor Matthew, and Liza Parkinson. These generous
people make Christ Church Sunday School a reality, and are vital to the future of our church. We thank our
faithful parents, who have stepped up each year, volunteering countless hours to maintain our traditions.
We give heartfelt thanks for CCD parishioners and their contributions to our program. We thank Rev. Emily,
for her strong support of our vibrant program and her faith in us. Finally, we are deeply grateful for the
incredible financial support our congregants have given to our Journey to Adulthood Pilgrimage.

In December, our staff and volunteers led two virtual Christmas Pageants -- one with current Sunday
School students and one with alumni! -- both of which premiered on Christmas Eve.

In lieu of hosting a petting zoo in our courtyard on the Feast of St. Francis, our clergy (along with Owen
and Ezra as "acolytes") visited and blessed pets in their yards, and our team helped with a Service of
Creation at Jon Miller's farm in Detroit.
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ADULT EDUCATION
Barbara Cushing & Pastor Anthony Estes

In the 2019-2020 academic year, the Adult Bible Class led by Dr.
Barbara Cushing made good progress through Exodus. They were
at the very last chapters of Deuteronomy — Moses' "Farewell
Address" — when COVID-19 struck. For safety, with sadness yet
with great hope, the class decided to go on hiatus until they could
meet again in-person, rather than continue virtually.

Around the same time, the Rev. Anthony Estes was welcomed to
CCD as Associate Rector. Pastor Estes was Missioner of Trinity
Church, our long-time partner in ministry in North Corktown. To
further the relationships between the two parishes, Pastor Estes
invited us to share in Trinity's virtual Tuesday Night Bible Study.
The group worked a great deal in the Book of Genesis. One of the
most remarkable gifts of the study were seeing the Patriarchs and
Matriarchs with all of their strengths and flaws and seeing that if
God could use them, God could use us today.

In the spring, CCD also began a Wednesday
Bible Study via Zoom. More devotional and
typically led by the clergy, the group met on
Wednesdays at noon and allowed the participants
to examine the upcoming Sunday lectionary
readings. It was also a time for the clergy to hear
thoughts and question as they prepared sermons.

In the late summer, the Tuesday Evening Bible
Study went on hiatus. In September and October,
the clergy led a six-week "Episcopal 101" series for
adults exploring the Episcopal tradition or
discerning further discipleship through baptism,
confirmation, or reception. There were ten
participants in the class, and through wonderful
conversation, several became new members of
CCD, and several look forward to being confirmed
or received by Bishop Perry as soon as safety
protocols permit.

With great hope, our Wednesday class continues, and another evening Bible Study and Barbara Cushing's
class will resume this year. They had begun to consider reading all of Isaiah — 1st, 2nd & 3rd — during
2020-2021. To make it more exciting and meaningful, the class hopes to bring attention to passages from
the New Testament writers who directly quoted or were influenced by the Isaiah texts' writers.
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DRAWING WITH A TEA
Sally LePla

Taught by Sally LePla and moderated by Calebria Webb, Drawing with a Tea began in April 2020 as a
mission to mediate social isolation, establish camaraderie and community within and outside of the
church, and capitalize on one of Christ Church Detroit’s strongest, most steadfast foundations: the arts.

These sessions (which are particularly
designed for folks who think they have
no artistic ability) began as 30-minute
Zoom sessions with prepared drawing
lessons that only required the artist,
paper, and a pencil. Drawing with a Tea
has met for over 30 sessions via Zoom,
and has expanded to not only use
pencils, but also ink, watercolor paints,
watercolor markers and watercolor
pencils.

Drawing with a Tea has grown to 18 members who hail from across two continents: Canada, Southeast
Michigan, West Michigan, Washington D.C., North Carolina, and Beirut, Lebanon. Our sessions now
meet for three consecutive Tuesdays of each month and span about an hour. Classes are designed for
beginning, intermediate, and advanced artists. In 2020, Drawing with a Tea provided the designs for the
parish Christmas cards, which consisted of a delightful, colorful, and individual array of unique painted
Christmas ornaments. We welcome new participants at any time, no experience needed! 



COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT

2020 inspired creativity, collaboration, and renewed vision to rebuild, strengthen, and enhance the
community around us, not only as ourselves, but through our partnerships.

In February 2020, we welcomed our first
Blessing Box to the campus. This box is
similar to the Little Free Libraries, but
hosts hygiene products and
nonperishable foods instead. Anyone
can donate to the box or take from it.
The Blessing Box maintains a local
network of box locations, and is excited
and proud to have a designated space
at Christ Church.

In the beginning of 2020, we began a partnership with Holy
Spokes, a nonprofit designed to provide bikes as transportation
to the homeless and newly rehabilitated while simultaneously
providing them with training to maintain and repair their bike.
Typically, Holy Spokes would meet on the sidewalk near our
neighbors, Ss. Peter and Paul Catholic Church, but harsh
Michigan winters necessitate indoor shelter. We are excited and
honored to have been able to safely provide that indoor space,
every Wednesday during the winter months. Enjoying the space,
Holy Spokes continued to meet on our grounds outdoors during
the warmer months too.
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Calebria Webb

In early March 2020, we hosted students from Kansas
University and their Alternative Spring Break program.
Several students were led in engaging service projects
across Detroit, and during the evenings, hosted meals and
community in our kitchen and basement. This group truly
enjoyed their stay in Detroit, and had an opportunity to
attend Deep River and engage in the discussion and music
for the evening. The students were blown away by our
programming and education, and counted their participation
and stay one of their highlights of their trip.
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In addition, beginning in spring 2020, many virtual educational
opportunities presented themselves, themed meetings and webinars
including but not limited to: Rivertown Neighbors Association meetings;
Rebuilding Community After COVID-19; Race Matters (a diocesan-led
program about the racial injustices in America); Racial Disparities in the
COVID Era (with Lieutenant Governor Garlin Gilchrist); and Race,
Inequality, and COVID-19.

To add some fun and break up the monotony while staying at home, we
coordinated and participated in weekly game nights via Zoom in spring
and early summer 2020. Affectionately titled Wednesday Night Live,
games included virtual adaptations of Jeopardy and Mad Libs. 

Two budding relationships that I’m proud to note are with Black Bottom Archives and Chrysler Elementary.
Black Bottom Archives (BBA) is an organization committed to digitally archiving the history of Detroit’s Black
Bottom neighborhood. This year, BBA hosted several feedback sessions, and extended a personal
invitation to Christ Church to exclusively view and offer feedback on the newly designed digital archive.
These sessions were coordinated and facilitated by University of Michigan’s School of Information Studies
and were used to provide data on the accolades of the archive, and desires for improvement. Chrysler
Elementary is our nearest school, and in May 2020, we began a relationship to support Chrysler students'
efforts and education. The Chrysler principal, Wendy Shirley, attended our back-to-school blessing this fall.

Throughout the year, we continued to support community partners Opera MODO, the Reconstructionist
Congregation of Detroit, Alcoholics Anonymous, and Gamblers Anonymous. The organizations are
meeting virtually, and we stand ready to welcome them back to the building as soon as it is safe for all. 

In August, as an continuation of Outreach Committee discussions of Michael Eric Dyson's Tears We
Cannot Stop: A Sermon to White America, several of us collaborated on an Episcopal Church grant
application toward Building a Beloved Community. Although our request was not funded due to an
overwhelming number of applications, we still found ways to begin a pilot program called "Facilitating Racial
Justice" in December 2020. Special thanks to grant writers Denise Crenshaw, Josephine Powell, Seth
Lloyd, and Pastor Anthony; to our outstanding facilitator Dr. Sandra T. Montes of Union Theological
Seminary; and to pilot participants Sonia Charron-Jones, Jennifer Collard, Nathan Collard, Wendy Ford,
Eileen MacDonald, Katherine Maher, Anthony Mitchell, Carl Pfadt, Pastor Anthony, and Rev. Emily.
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OUTREACH
Seth Lloyd, Chair

2020 began with our typical outreach projects. Groups of parishioners volunteered at the Pope Francis
Center, located at Ss. Peter & Paul Jesuit Church. The Center serves approximately 200 homeless men
and women a day, and volunteers assist with serving food, laundering the clothes of those who visit,
assisting with shower schedules, and cleaning the room in which the homeless eat and seek refuge from
the cold.

In February, we again sponsored Shelter Week, a
week of housing, feeding and caring for
approximately 35 homeless men and women from
Cass Community Social Services. Approximately
90 parishioners and friends participated in this
effort, which was a great success.
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Thanks to your generosity, we were able to provide Crossroads
27,100 diapers! Because it was not possible to bring the diapers
to the church, we asked for donations of money, so that we could
order diapers in bulk and have them delivered directly to
Crossroads. Thank you for this generous outpouring of love for
those families who, but for our Advent Diaper Drive, would have
difficulty caring for their infants.

The Committee welcomes new members. In 2020, its members were: Pat Ald, Mary Basse, Tim Bledsoe,
Bob Brown, Denise Crenshaw, Kerry Crenshaw, Chip Dischinger, Anthony Estes, Wendy Ford, Christine
Galli, Emily Williams Guffey, Guy Jackson, Desmond Jones, Lucinda Keils, Seth Lloyd, Eileen
MacDonald, Margo Norris, Barbara Perez, Josephine Powell, Lamar Richardson, Edwina Simpson,
Frances Trix, Calebria Webb, and Jan Weir. The Committee mourns the loss of our dedicated member,
George Port.

After the murder of George Floyd, the Committee decided that it needed to study the issues associated
with racism revealed by that and other incidents. We discussed how that study should proceed and
decided to read together a book suggested by Pastor Anthony: Tears We Cannot Stop: A Sermon to
White America by Michael Eric Dyson. Over a four-week period, we discussed this book, which led to
Rev. Emily’s conclusion that the parish should also study it. The study of this book was eye-opening, and
led quickly to the development of the "Facilitating Racial Justice" pilot program, which will expand in 2021.

As the Committee does each year, we also awarded grants to
local organizations serving the homeless and addressing food
insecurity: Pope Francis Center, Gleaners, Crossroads, and
Cass Community Social Services.

Finally, the Committee sponsored again the Advent Diaper Drive
for Crossroads. In Advent 2019, we set what we thought might
prove to be an unattainable goal – 15,000 diapers. We exceeded
that goal, thanks to your help, by donating 21,236 to Crossroads.
Not wanting to rest on our laurels, but concerned that our inability
to gather the diapers in person each Sunday might make the
campaign more difficult, we set the goal for Advent 2020 at
21,000. We exceeded that goal by a mile!  

When the pandemic began and we could no longer assist
Crossroads of Michigan by collecting food on Sunday mornings,
we devised a system whereby parishioners could deliver food to
one of four “depots,” drop-off boxes at the homes of parishioners
around the metropolitan area. This project, which continues, has
been a great success, thanks to the wonderful generosity of the
members of the parish. We have delivered countless carloads of
food and other necessary items to assist Crossroads in serving
its clients. Thanks to all of you who assisted by delivering food to
the “depots.”
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PASTORAL CARE
Kathryn Treece

The shape of Pastoral Care changed dramatically in 2020 due to the global pandemic. We could no longer
send out our Lay Eucharistic Visitors for home communion or offer personal prayer for healing on Sundays.
However, the congregation of Christ Church continued to stay connected and even found new ways to
reach out.

Lay Eucharistic Visitors 
The LEVs met virtually several times to check in regarding those whom we normally would visit. Making
phone calls and sending cards became our main methods of communication. We are grateful to our
dedicated group of Eucharistic Visitors: Jocelyn Burrell, Chip Dischinger, Jim Fleming, Karen Fleming,
Donna Gloff, Lisa Jones, Lucinda Keils, Teresa Lloyd, Jon Miller, Marilyn Shahly, Kathryn Treece, and Sue
Webb-Dickson.

Prayer Requests
The office continued to receive, coordinate, and keep track of prayer requests, both for the Prayers of the
People on Sunday, and for the Sustaining List of persons with long-term needs. These lists have grown
longer in the last year, yet it became even more of a privilege and a trust to pray for each name during our
virtual Sunday service in the Prayers of the People. Thank you to Jo Mashour, Marilyn Shahly, and Kathryn
Treece, and especially the office staff, for updating our prayer lists, and to the congregation for praying for
the needs of our members, friends, and loved ones.

Prayer Shawls and Lap Robes
Thank you to Karen Fleming and Marilyn Shahly for tending our Prayer Shawl and Lap Robe Ministry,
which provides warm and tangible love to those in need of comfort. In fact, our inventory is running low at
this time, so if you are able to knit or crochet squares (a good pandemic activity) or even contribute yarn,
be sure to let the office know. Please help us keep this quiet but beautiful ministry active and vibrant.

We also remember with deep gratitude and affection Lisa
Staif, whom we lost in November. She was part of the
knitting team from the very beginning, and was the rare
person with crochet skills. When knitted squares came in,
Lisa took on the task of crocheting them together, often
with her young (at the time) nieces, Marisa, Dana, and
Erin Leney, helping her decide how to arrange the
squares into colorful lap robes. Lisa also kept track of
donations and was aware of congregational news. Many
times she was the one who sent a shawl or lap robe on its
way to someone sick or recovering from surgery. May
God continue to bless Lisa’s memory through the many
kind gifts of love she shared in this way.
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EMILY'S ANGELS
Kathryn Treece, Betty Warner, Denise Crenshaw

Introducing Emily's Angels

A big thank you to the following persons for your many
hours of service in this ministry of care:
PEACEKEEPERS East: Denise Crenshaw; Central:
Jim Treece; North: Mary Brown; West: Janet Swanson
HELPING HANDS East: Barbara and David Perez,
Susan Larsen; Central: Carl and Anna Pfadt, Lamar
Richardson, Lisa Jones, Clarke Mason, the Hughes
Family; North: the Maher Family, Chuck Atwater,
Mary Ann Williams; West: Janet Swanson

CENTERING PRAYER
Kathryn Treece

Our hour-long gathering and liturgy remain the same: opening, twenty minutes of silence, intercessory
prayer, a brief reading, informal sharing, and closing. I’m happy to say that attendance remained steady
in 2020. During this very difficult time, participants have benefitted not only from the gift of silence but
have also gained strength from each other. Anyone is welcome to join the group at any time, and if you
are new to meditation, we can give you simple instructions.

When the pandemic closed the church mid-March, our Centering Prayer group took a brief break.
Since April 8, however, we have continued to meet virtually every Thursday at 11am through the year.
Shifting to Zoom has generally worked well for us, and although we would prefer to be together in
person, we’re very grateful for the technology that allows us to meet.

In the autumn of 2020, the Vestry identified a desire to reach
out safely to members in need during the pandemic and also a
desire by other members to serve in a tangible way. A new
ministry called Emily’s Angels was created under the
leadership of Denise Crenshaw and Betty Warner, along with
Chuck Atwater, Claire Brown, and Jim Treece. Dozens of
colorful care bags were organized and delivered to lift spirits
and inspire, and at Christmas, forty poinsettias and floral
bouquets were distributed. Personal notes from Pastor Emily
often accompanied the deliveries. 
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BREAKFAST MINISTRY
Rev. Emily Williams Guffey

One of the ministries I have missed most throughout most of 2020 is the breakfast ministry. I have said,
and I continue to believe, that the kingdom of heaven is like the scent of bacon wafting through the
sanctuary on a Sunday morning, knowing, as the divine aroma infuses our sacred space, that it is being
prepared lovingly by faithful teams of volunteers who have risen early just to show friends and strangers
alike the love of Christ through biscuits, sausage, eggs, and yes, bacon. And coffee.

I want to thank each volunteer who served throughout early 2020, with special thanks to coordinator Phil
Brown, and faithful grocery shopper Letha Ann Steward.

Team 1: Bob Brown, Susan Larsen, Greg Muliett, Edwina Simpson, Jim Treece
Team 2: Phil Brown, Marie Furcron, Guy Jackson, Aretha Marshall, Lisa Staif
Team 3: Gary MacDonald, Lamar Richardson, Letha Ann Steward, Betty Warner, Patrick Warner
Team 4: Wendy Ford, Lisa Jones, Clarke Mason, Ryan Tyler, Stephanie Wren

COFFEE HOUR
Kathryn Treece

Due to the pandemic, our traditional Coffee Hour after the 10:30 Sunday service abruptly ended, but Zoom
quickly picked us up.

In our virtual time together from 11:30am, we
continue to offer Christ Church hospitality by
greeting each other, catching up with news, and
meeting new people. We recognize that socializing
on Zoom isn’t for everyone, but actually there have
been some unique advantages to a virtual Coffee
Hour: 8:15 and 10:30 attendees get to see each
other often, we can stay connected to our
snowbirds, we have more conversations with our
clergy, and we can admire each others‘ art work
and pets!

Thank you to the office staff for continually promoting Coffee Hour and to Calebria Webb for hosting us.
We encourage everyone to drop in at Coffee Hour from time to time. We would love to see you!

We mourn the death of Lisa Staif, who was the epitome of a faithful, gracious, generous, and hospitable
servant of God. Lisa helped lead the breakfast ministry for many years, and she is deeply, truly missed.

It is no secret, and probably no surprise, that my initial interest in church was piqued, as a child, by the
donuts that were served afterwards. And it should also not surprise you, then, that the food for which my
children have asked most regularly throughout the pandemic shutdown are "Christ Church biscuits".
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MEMBERSHIP

It is amazing that during a pandemic, with our church doors mostly closed, we have welcomed several new
members to our congregation. We are a warm, welcoming, inclusive parish even in the virtual world, and
continue to live our mission statement, to be a beacon of hope. Our committee has established church
tours, Zoom welcoming parties, Pentecost celebrations, Shepherd flocks, and member mentoring
programs. I want to especially thank the members of our committee: Mary Basse, Christine Galli, Donna
Gloff, Margo Norris, and José Rodriguez. Our church staff has been a wonderful support, too, especially
Rev. Emily, Pastor Anthony, Sarah Tribelhorn, and Beth Ann Tesluk. As we continue to celebrate our 175th
anniversary, we have a great story to tell about our church, and welcome all who would like to join.

Roger Basse, Junior Warden

Shepherds Program:  When the membership committee reinstated the Shepherd Program (originally ‘the
phone chain’) in the fall of 2019, little did we realize how important it would become in the year ahead. The
program consists of 12 shepherds, each assigned to a flock of 10-15 church members. Approximately once
a month, church leadership will request that a communication be made to church members. This request
triggers a ‘Shepherd’s Call’, where all shepherds contact their flock, ensuring communication, creating
personal contact, and building community. I am happy to have developed a genuinely nice relationship with
my flock; it has been a blessing, especially throughout the pandemic challenges. I want to wholeheartedly
thank the shepherds who all have carried out their duties wonderfully. Your shepherds are: Mary Basse,
Roger Basse, Claire Brown, Denise Crenshaw, Jim Fleming, Mary Herring, Lauren Leney, Josephine
Mashour, Roger Maki-Schramm, José Rodriguez, Marilyn Shahly, and Betty Warner.

New Members: On the Feast of Pentecost, May 31, 2020 - our 175th anniversary - we extended jovial yet
informal welcome to the new members. On the Feast of Christ the King, November 22nd, four new
members were officially recognized, two of whom have never been able to worship with us in person. 

Attendance: Through March 8, 2020, which turned out to be the final Sunday of in-person worship before
the shutdown, average attendance on Sundays was 118, up slightly from 117 in 2019 and up from 106 in
2018. From March 15th through the end of the year, the average number of views during our Worship at
Home video services was about 100, with more tuning in or revisiting the services afterwards. 
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COMMUNITY BUILDING
Throughout 2020 a variety of groups, events, and programs strengthened the ties within our church and
also connected us to new friends in the area. Many volunteers contributed to the following activities and
initiatives, listed here with their coordinators (apologies to those we have undoubtedly missed):

Birthday Cards: Josephine Mashour
Blessing of the Animals & the Fields: Claire
Brown, Donna Gloff, Jon Miller
Bishop Perry's Consecration: Bobbi Gaspar, Ed
Maki-Schramm, Beth Niblock, Linda Olivache,
George Port, Josephine Powell, Richard Thomas,
Jim Treece, Kathryn Treece, Katrina Van Maanen,
Pastor Anthony, Rev. Emily, and numerous
members of our Choir, Youth Choir, Flower Guild,
and hospitality ministries
Advent by Candlelight: Darlene Jackson, Liza
Parkinson, Kathryn Treece, Betty Warner
Tours of CCD: Roger Basse, Donna Gloff
Property Use in Pandemic (PUP): Lisa Jones,
Lauren Leney, Howard Matthew, Liza Parkinson,
Jim Treece, Sarah Tribelhorn, Pastor Anthony,
Rev. Emily
Collection Counters: Phil Campbell, Lorraine
George, Gail Smith, Jim Treece

During a mid-summer Vestry meeting, Jim Treece brought to our attention that our nation was suffering
from ‘COVID fatigue’. Your Vestry could not have agreed more, and started brainstorming what they could
do about it. Two ideas came to the forefront and new ministries were created, including the Men’s Group,
which is led by Chuck Atwater and Roger Basse. 

MEN'S GROUP
Roger Basse, Junior Warden

The mission of the Men’s Group is simply to have fun, a much needed thing these days. No pressure, no
minutes, no agenda. We had our first meeting in November, when we experienced a lively discussion
about the Detroit Lions. We recalled the ups and downs of the team throughout the years. The hope of a
new beginning was implied and, divine or not, the head coach and general manager were fired the next
day. Go Lions! We plan on meeting virtually and, when allowed, in person. All are welcome, please join
us!



HERITAGE COMMITTEE

The Heritage Committee set out in February 2020 to
dig into our history at Christ Church and that of our
surrounding neighborhood, and to find and tell our
stories effectively. Our goal was to have a Heritage
Kickoff as part of Christ Church’s 175th Anniversary
celebration, initially planned for May 2020.

We also planned to kick off a Stories Project, inviting parishioners to tell their stories at an interview
station with audio-visual recording equipment and an interviewer, if desired, who would help prompt
people to reminisce.

On that date, we expected to have a multimedia
display, probably in Ledyard Hall, of Christ
Church’s 175-year history. It would include a large
timeline banner and artifacts from every decade. 

The multimedia display, Stories Project, and
175th anniversary publication would then be
woven into the church’s website. This would be
the start of an easily accessible digital archive
which could be added to in years to come,
replacing our 20th century system of stored boxes
of printed materials. In other words, we would
take the opportunity of the anniversary to recast
the church’s practices for saving and securing its
history.

In addition, we wanted to produce a printed 175th Anniversary keepsake publication such as a booklet
or magazine, which also would be available online. The publication would be an important addition to
CCD's Archives and the materials in it would be useful for instructional and promotional purposes.

The pandemic, of course, cancelled the in-person 175th anniversary kickoff event. But our work
continues, and our objectives remain: creating an in-depth timeline of events at the church and our city
and nation, compiling and digitizing our archival materials, and reaching out to members to record their
stories. When we are able to celebrate our 175th anniversary – even if it’s in our 176th year! – the
Heritage Committee will be there. Many thanks to Roger Basse, Clarke Mason, Stuart Grigg, Sally LePla,
Seth Lloyd, Beth Ann Tesluk, Pastor Anthony, and Rev. Emily for all their contributions.
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Donna Gloff

The interactive display would link much of the material with stories at ChristCD.org, perhaps through QR
codes.
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PARTNERS FOR SACRED PLACES
Jim Treece, Vestry Secretary

On November 23, 2019, about two dozen members from
Christ Church Detroit and our sister parish, Trinity Church,
held the first of three “New Dollars/New Partners” sessions
with Partners for Sacred Places. The other two were held in
early 2020. 

The nonprofit Partners for Sacred Places helps mostly urban,
historic churches to sustain their buildings, by measuring and
explaining the value they bring to their community in terms that
those outside of the church – such as civic leaders and
philanthropists – can understand.   

Developing a case statement: a concise explanation of Christ Church’s mission and heritage, the
historical significance and physical condition of our buildings, and the contributions to the community. 
Exploring the Asset-Based Community Development model. This gives church leaders new tools and
strategies for expanding their circle of community stakeholders and potential funders, in part by
identifying community partners whose missions align well with ours.
Learning the structure of successful capital campaigns that go beyond a church’s walls and members.
In the sessions, the underlying message was that a larger, older building isn’t a weight around our
neck, but rather a vehicle for ministry. We can use that asset to serve our neighbors – and we need to
do a better job of telling the outside world we are doing so.   

The three New Dollars/New Partners sessions focused on:

After the first session, we began drafting and revising a case statement. After the second, we began to
identify how much we contribute to the community. For example, there’s Reading Camp and other programs
we run, free or subsidized space provided to groups such as AA and Opera MODO, and donations of goods
and volunteers’ time to off-site outfits such as Gleaners and Crossroads. We identified about 15 outside
groups that benefit from our space, about 10 programs we run that benefit the larger community, and about
eight off-site groups we support. Using software provided by Partners, we began to plug in the costs involved
(e.g., what would Opera MODO have to pay in rent elsewhere) in order to determine Christ Church’s
economic “halo effect” to its community. The average national "halo effect" is $1.7 million annually.

Nonetheless, many in the church’s leadership have a new appreciation of how to explain the current value of
Christ Church to our community when speaking with those who are not and may never become members, as
well as those who used to be members. That will serve us well as we prepare to embark on a capital
campaign. After all, we will not be raising money just to keep our buildings sound. We will be seeking to
make the buildings capable of supporting a growing variety of activities that serve the community – activities
that go far beyond worship on Sunday morning and through which we love and serve our neighbors.

Within two weeks of the final session on March 7th, however, the onset of the pandemic pushed our
Partners-driven efforts to the back burner. With the Vestry and clergy meeting weekly to find ways to
continue ministry when we were barred from meeting in person, tasks such as calculating the value of a
group using Ledyard Hall for four hours a month fell far down the priority list.
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BUILDINGS AND GROUNDS
Teresa Lloyd, Chair

Members of the committee were: Teresa Lloyd (Chair), Desmond Jones (Vestry Representative), Jane
Forbes, Ed Gaspar, Roger Maki-Schramm, Howard Matthew, Josephine Powell, Patrick Warner,
KaClarence Haynes, Sarah Tribelhorn, and Rev. Emily.

Ordered a 75 gallon water heater which will be installed soon
Completed scheduled 2020 repairs to the bell tower
Installed new security camera system and trained staff to use it
Addressed roofing, gutter, and downspout repairs
Have revised storm water drainage proposal and will submit
for bids shortly with goal of starting in early spring 2021
Completed needed repairs to the boilers
Conducted review of internet services
Completed fire inspection
Finalized East-west sub flooring repairs needed in the nave, to
begin ASAP
Completed review of building insurance coverage
Authorized Quinn Evans (The architectural firm working with
the church) to conduct a building survey to determine major
repairs needed for the future stability of our facilities. This
survey will include all buildings: church, Ledyard Hall, atrium,
and Sibley House).

Listed below are the major projects that have been completed or
are currently underway: 

We met approximately once a month - first in person, and then via Zoom - to discuss the maintenance
needs of the church. When the pandemic first began, all work paused. However, in May, outdoor repairs -
such as on the bell tower - resumed, and indoor work followed soon after.
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GREEN TEAM

The Green Team entered 2020 as an active ministry. We recycled
Christ Church’s paper, plastic, cardboard, metal, and milk and
egg cartons. We swapped creation-friendly ideas. Donna Gloff,
with input from the team, designed a Lenten calendar which
invited members to think about our stewardship of God’s creation.
We began to look into composting kitchen waste as well as
options for sustainable sourcing of palm fronds (or alternatives)
for Palm Sunday. We sought to recruit gardeners to would help
plan the rainwater-absorbing gardens in the church’s stormwater
abatement project.

Jim Treece and Mary Herring, Co-Chairs

But the COVID-19 pandemic brought most of our activities to a halt.   

In the autumn, we again joined in a Rogation service at Jon Miller’s farm where, socially distanced, we
gave thanks to God for all that goes into growing food for our sustenance.    

We tried webinars. One on “Ideas for Congregational Green Teams,” sponsored by Michigan Interfaith
Power & Light, of which Christ Church is a member, and a Facebook-based affiliate, Hope for Creation,
resulted in ideas that were passed along to the Buildings & Grounds Committee. There was a webinar
from the Consortium of Endowed Episcopalian Parishes on fossil-free investing, and online events
sponsored by Detroit 2030, which promotes sustainable practices in building management. But members’
attendance at those webinars was minimal, perhaps due to Zoom fatigue or schedule conflicts.

Early on, the team created a Green Scavenger Hunt for families looking for activities for at-home children.
Attempts to solicit ideas for other activities, though, pretty much came up short. We had no recycling to
collect, other than paper bulletins from the outdoor morning and evening prayer services.

The Green Team is hibernating. Not gone, but not active, either.
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STEWARDSHIP
Jim Treece, Chair

The Stewardship Committee’s three main goals this year included:

Continue to discuss money in the church as openly and forthrightly as Jesus did;
Encourage parishioners to maintain their giving to the church, to the extent they were able, amid
an historic pandemic, in part by explaining that while the church building was closed, our expenses
continued and, in the case of producing online worship services, expanded; 
Support the future ministries of Christ Church Detroit with an annual pledge drive. 

In pursuit of those goals, we tapped into resources from the Diocese, The Episcopal Network for
Stewardship, the Consortium of Endowed Episcopal Parishes, and elsewhere. I attended more than a
dozen webinars, learning from experts and other churches about how to support giving amid the
pandemic. 

In a difficult year, and knowing that some members were hurting financially, other members stepped
up, giving early and extra. Actual giving in 2020, including both pledges and gifts, totaled $407,154, up
10.5 percent from 2019.

The results of this fall’s pledge drive – which included a first-ever drive-through ingathering of pledges
in the church parking lot – were extremely gratifying. As of January 15th, the total amount pledged to
the church for 2021 was $409,365, up 11 percent from the $368,738 pledged a year earlier. This
year’s pledges included 10 new pledging members/households and increases from 57 others.

I thank committee member Susan Higman Larsen for her honesty and openness in talking about how
she has viewed money as part of her faith journey, and staff member Beth Ann Tesluk for her
guidance and support. But mostly I thank the members and friends of Christ Church Detroit for their
generosity during an extremely stressful time.
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FINANCE

The members of the Finance Committee in 2020 were Christine Galli, Rev. Emily, Seth Lloyd, Megan
Norris, George Port, and Jim Treece. The basic function of the Committee is to assist the Vestry in
overseeing the financial resources of the parish by preparing budgets, monitoring receipts and
disbursements, and reviewing investments. In 2020, even those routine functions were affected by the
Covid-19 pandemic. Not only did the members of the Committee have to deal with the fact that pledge
payments were held up by the post office for many weeks, but it also had to prepare a second operating
budget in order to make sense of the many negative and positive changes that resulted from the pandemic. 

Jane Forbes, Chair

Thanks to all of the members of the Committee who served in 2020, but especially to Christine Galli who
spent many, many hours assembling financial reports and upgrading the accounting system.  

Accounting System Upgrade When the buildings were closed, it immediately became apparent that
the church needed an accounting system that could easily be accessed remotely. Christine Galli has
been taking the lead in converting to a new system that will not only provide online access, but will also
facilitate reporting for investments and "special funds," such as those donated for building projects. 

The Committee also undertakes special projects. In 2020, those included:

Payroll Protection Program Loan/Grant Members of the Committee, with the assistance of Senior
Warden Lisa Jones and the staff, were able to complete an application of a forgivable "PPP Loan" from
the federal government under the CARES Act. The $48,600 received was very helpful in offsetting lost
revenue from the parking lots. The church is expected to qualify for forgiveness of the entire amount of
the loan, but is not yet eligible to apply.

Diocesan Construction Loan George Port led efforts that obtained a $250,000 loan from the
Episcopal Diocese of Michigan to fund the restoration work done on the bell tower, which had been
contracted before the shutdown began. The Vestry has indicated that it expects to repay this loan over
four years from donations made in response to the upcoming capital campaign.

Special thanks also go to Glen Olivache who put together and reviewed financial statements for 2019, and
to Sarah Tribelhorn and the other members of the staff for jobs well done under difficult conditions.

We were greatly saddened by the death of George Port. While he was a rather recent addition to the
Committee, his long experience as a church leader, particularly in the Diocese, enabled him to make a
unique contribution both to the work of the Committee and to the mission of Christ Church.
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VESTRY
Lisa Jones, Senior Warden

Throughout the year, the Vestry's goal has remained the
same: to attend to the business of our beloved church. With
the onset of the pandemic also came more frequent touch
points to ensure that the temporary closure of our physical
space did not slow down our efforts to serve the Church and
to support its ministries and programs. 

During each meeting, Vestry members planned activities and shared updates on stewardship,

finance, community outreach, worship, and repairs and improvements to the structures.

I know that I have only scratched the surface of what the Vestry has done this year - for me and for the
entire congregation. My love and gratitude go out to each member; it has been my honor and privilege to
serve as Senior Warden.

In January and February, the Vestry met monthly, in-person
in Cary Lounge, over a delicious home-cooked dinner, as is
the usual tradition. For the March meeting, a week after the
shutdown began, we entered the world of Zoom. From April
through July, we met weekly via Zoom, and then bi-weekly
from August through the end of the year.

To navigate the safe use of the property throughout the year, the Vestry called for the formation

of a special task force, Property Use in Pandemic (PUP) Committee. The "PUP Team" developed

an on-site safety protocol, conducted surveys to gauge interest and comfort with gathering

(physical and virtual), researched and sourced equipment, and coordinated logistics for site use.

Aware of our gorgeous, aging buildings' increasing needs, and also our increasing commitment

to our surrounding community, the Vestry hired Partners for Sacred Places to carry out a

feasibility study in advance of a capital campaign. The study is scheduled for early spring 2021.
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ASSOCIATE RECTOR

One summer between 2011 and 2014, I first visited
Christ Church Detroit. I do not recall if it were for a
service of Holy Communion. I am sure that it was in
St. Michael’s Chapel. After that, I was there in
October 2018 when you celebrated your new ministry
with Rev. Emily. I was around more in 2019 after I
was ordained and became Missioner of Trinity. While
there, I learned of a storied history of collaboration
between those congregations. Now, I am excited to
be a part of the team as your Associate Rector.

Rev. Anthony C. Estes

This year, on top of a devastating public health crisis, citizens across the country seemed simultaneously
to awake from slumber into a crisis of justice. People watched several instances of police-involved
shootings of unarmed citizens on television and social media. The subject is always polarizing, and I
suggested that we find opportunities to engage voices we wouldn’t usually hear on the subject. I
challenged myself to read Michael Eric Dyson’s book Tears We Cannot Stop: A Sermon to White
America. Members of the Outreach committee joined me. Before we could blink, we developed a program,
Facilitating Racial Justice, to help Christ Church’s beacon of hope shine brightly among diverse opinions
and experiences. I hope to see the fruits of this work bear out in 2021 and beyond.

One of the highlights of my weeks during 2020 was the weekly Bible Studies, both a Tuesday night
program carried over from our sisters and brothers at the Trinity mission, and a Bible Study on
Wednesdays at noon. I learned much and laughed much during these times. The ability to see one
another even on a computer screen was nourishment for all of our souls.

As I look at my library in random stacks in my living room,
unable yet to move into my office at the church, I have this
realization: Not one liturgy book prepared me for leading
and participating in public worship under these conditions.
However, our thoughtful Rector and parish leadership,
including our Vestry, worship committee, PUP committee,
and others, helped us to keep our focus on one of our
primary tasks: setting forth the praises of God in Word and
Sacrament. We braved the elements and gathered for
Morning and Evening Prayer. We gathered on the lawn to
mourn and celebrate the lives of our departed loved ones.
We gathered in new and safe ways to partake of our
sacred meal on our highest feast days. Given significant
obstacles, the year 2020, CCD’s 175th year, was not too
shabby. And I am honored to have shared in it with you.
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DEACON'S REPORT
Rev. Dcn. George "Chip" Dischinger, III

I feel honored and blessed to be given the opportunity to serve at CCD by preaching, this year on five
Sundays. This gave me another wonderful opportunity to closely read and to reflect on Holy Scripture in
preparation for preaching to our beloved community. We are blessed to have Pastors Emily and Anthony,
two spirit-filled and eloquent preachers, to bring us God’s Word. We three gathered before and after I
delivered my sermons to reflect and critique my homilies and to offer ideas we have about the texts and
how our hearts are moved. Talk about a deep river of ideas!

In addition to sermon opportunities, I proclaim the appointed Gospel reading and offer the Dismissal
during Sunday worship. One of our most senior parish members mentioned to me, during a visit at her
assisted living facility, that she dearly misses partaking in the Eucharist. Remaining faithful to COVID-
19 safety guidelines offered by Bishop Perry and Pastor Emily, we safely and joyfully partook of Holy
Communion. I felt the Spirit’s strong presence, as well as the love of the people of Christ Church,
Detroit in our socially distanced worshipping space.

Regular phone call to parishioners are a part of my service to the church in the name of Jesus Christ.
These connections allow me to seek and to serve others while striving to offer care and compassion and
the listening heart that Christ abundantly gives.

COMMUNICATIONS AND MEDIA
Beth Ann Tesluk, Associate for Communications

Necessity is indeed the parent of invention, and in this most peculiar year, we invented and adapted our
Communications to ensure the mission and message of Christ Church stayed in motion. It was a year for
breaking new ground, for tremendous growth, and for a great deal of unanticipated joy.

Most changed was our video ministry. We began the year with our team of video ministers recording key
highlights of worship, which we then posted to YouTube on the following Monday. Fast forward to mid-
March, when Deep River became our first series of Facebook Live events, including Calebria Webb
inviting us all (virtually) into her home when it was no longer possible to meet at the church.

As it became clear that in-person worship would be suspended for a long period of time, Rev. Emily
moved into a new role, that of video producer. Each week she honed her skills as an editor, weaving
together the worship components into services that have been intimate, beautiful, and filled with the Holy
Spirit. These videos have nourished the people of Christ Church, provided access to those who could no
longer attend in person, and even attracted new parishioners! In terms of digital evangelism, our services
average roughly 100 live views each Sunday (across all channels), and upwards of 400 lifetime views
(with spikes for Easter and Christmas). Our YouTube channel has grown to more than 100 subscribers,
which means that we could enable a custom URL: YouTube.com/christchurchdetroit.
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We learned a lot about online sales in 2020, including how to run an online box office for both the Apollo5
concert and Advent by Candlelight, and how to manage an online store for the J2A Greens Sale.

When in-person worship was suspended,
communications efforts moved away from
advertising and focused more heavily on email,
social media, and updates to the Christ Church
website. In the early days of the pandemic, as we
sought to maintain connection with the parish, we
moved to a three-times-a-week schedule for
emails: Prayer Life, Vestry Notes, and the Weekly
eNews. Open rates remain well over industry
standard for the year, averaging 47%, with click
rates going up substantially over 2019's. 

Instagram had been our primary social platform in 2019, but viewer visits to church services caused a
slight shift to Facebook. Our biggest growth has been in video content, with Worship at Home available on
Facebook, YouTube, and the church website. Additionally, the very popular Christ Church Sings series,
created and developed by Katrina Van Maanen, helped drive awareness and keep parishioners
connected in the most joyful way possible.

While grateful that we were able to host Opera MODO’s production of Dialogues of the Carmelites, Apollo5,
and much of Deep River in person, it was painful to have to move other anticipated events online. But we
realized this shift had own blessings. Our 175th Anniversary Celebration in May was small, but featured a
beautiful video made up of hundreds of photos from throughout the years. Thanks to Pastor Anthony
Estes and Seth Lloyd for all their efforts, and of course to all of you who provided the pictures and vignettes.
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Many thanks to those who contribute to our success in telling our story: 
David Coleman, Karen Frade, Donna Gloff, Anne Hughes, Desmond Jones, Lauren Leney, Ed Maki-
Schramm, Liza Parkinson, Richard Thomas, Calebria Webb, Pastor Anthony, and Rev. Emily!

The year closed with a virtual Advent by Candlelight. While it may not have been the event we’d hoped for,
it was a beautiful evening, filled with comfort and good company. Sadly, it was the evening we learned of
George Port’s passing, but at the same time, the event gave us a venue for an impromptu memorial. Zoom
created an almost ideal space to share stories with a certain intimacy that would have been unlikely had we
met in person. 

Virtual events allow people from all over the country to engage with Christ Church, including those who may
be homebound. They can also be shared well into the future, allowing us to invite friends and neighbors to
join us in new ways. Because of these benefits, we will likely continue creating virtual gathering spaces
even after the restrictions on in-person events have been lifted.
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