CHRIST CHURCH DETROIT ADULT BIBLE CLASS 2026-2027
About Paul’s Epistle to the Romans it has been said that the obvious difference between this letter and any other of his
letters is because “when he wrote to the Church at Rome he was writing to a Church with whose founding he had had nothing whatever
to do and with which he had had no personal contact at all — Romans, of all Paul’s letters, comes nearest to being a theological
treatise.” [William Barclay] It is thought by scholars to have been written during the winter of 57/568 CE from Corinth in Greece, and
the last of the letters to have been written by Paul himself. It is believed that Paul was executed in Rome before 68 CE, toward the
end of Emperor Nero’s vicious reign.

1 Sept 20, 2026 Romans 1 Paul’s indictment of human injustice
2 Sept 27, 2026 Romans 2 All are accountable before God for their works
3 Oct 4, 2026 Romans 3 The universality of God’s judgment
4 Oct 11, 2026 Romans 4-5  Adam and Christ
no class October 18 - Detroit Marathon
5 Oct 25, 2026 Romans 6 Life in Christ: obedience
6 Nov 1, 2026 Romans 7 Defense of the Law
7 Nov 8, 2026 Romans 8 Life in the Spirit
8 Nov 15, 2026 Romans 9-10 God’s purposes toward Israel
9 Nov 22, 2026 Romans 11 God has preserved a remnant
10 Nov 29, 2026  Advent 1 Romans 12 Exhortation to holy living
11 Dec 6,2026  Advent2 Romans 13 Paul’s “theology of the state’
12 Dec 13,2026 Advent 3 Romans 14 About those who observe Torah
13 Dec 20, 2026  Advent 4 Romans 15-16 The letter’s argument comes to a close

Christmas break ~ December 27-January 3
The author of the Gospel of John took a very different approach than the authors of the synoptic gospels, Mark, Matthew
& Luke. Perhaps written about 90 CE, it is the latest of the New Testament Gospels. Unique about this Gospel: in the Prologue,
Jesus is declared a co-creator of the world with God; following the Prologue, the book is divided into two parts: the Book of Signs &
the Book of Glory. Not called “miracles” but “signs” by this writer, there are 6: beginning with turning water into wine at the marriage
in Cana (a John “exclusive”) to the raising of Lazarus (another John “exclusive”). The Book Glory begins with the account of the Last
Supper and continues through the Passion narratives and Resurrection appearances.

14 Jan 10, 2027 John 1 Prologue & John the Baptist

15 Jan 17, 2027 John 2 Jesus’ 1st sign: wedding at Cana

16 Jan 24, 2027 John 3-4 Jesus’ 2nd sign: healing the official’s son
17 Jan 31, 2027 John 5 Jesus’ 3rd sign: healing the lame man
18 Feb 7, 2027 John 6 Jesus’ 4th sign: feeding the multitudes
19 Feb 14, 2027  Lent John 7-8 Festival of Tabernacles

20 Feb 21, 2027 John 9-10 Jesus’ 5th sign: healing of the

blind man

21 Feb 28, 2027 John 11 Jesus’ 6th sign: raising of

Lazarus

22 March 7, 2027 John 12 End of Jesus’ public ministry

23 March 14, 2027 John 13 The Last Supper

24 March 21, 2027 John 14-16 The “Farewell Discourses”

no class March 28 ~ Easter
”Return from the Crucifixion,” Henry Ossawa Tanner’s final painting, 1936
- the artist has Mary and Joseph in the foreground

25 April 4, 2027 John 17 Jesus’ prayer
26 April 11, 2027 John 18-19 Passion narrative
no class April 18 & 25
27 May 2, 2027 John 20 Resurrection appearances
28 May 9, 2027 John 21 Epilogue

Thought to have been written about 100 CE and probably not by the author of the Gospel of John, but certainly from the
same tradition. These Johannine letters seem to post-date prior struggles with the synagogue or “the Jews.” but now confront a
division among Johannine Christians who had different views of Jesus: “one group felt that Jesus’ actions set a moral standard to be
followed, the other held that simply believing in the Word was all that mattered.” [Raymond E Brown, SS]

29 May 16, 2027  Pentecost1 John 1-2 Christ our advocate ~ love commandment
30 May 23, 2027 1 John 3 Behaving as children of God
31 May 30, 2027 1 John 4-5 God’s love as the basis of salvation

no class June 6 - Detroit Grand Prix
32 June 13, 2026 2 & 3 John The new commandment to love one another



