OpPPORTUNITIES & UPDATES

SERVE

Garden Clean-Up: Join Hope Hoffman to help tidy the gardens for the fall on Saturday, October 17th,
from 9:30 a.m. to 12 p.m. (rain date will be October 24th). Please let Hope know if you will be helping
on that activity by calling 248-390-0500.

Volunteering at Gleaners Food Bank: Join the Outreach Committee at Gleaners Food Bank (21405
Trolley Industrial Drive, Taylor, 48180) on Monday, October 19th from 9:00-11:30 a.m. to pack food for
those experiencing food insecurity. It is satisfying work that makes a big difference in our neighbors’
lives. Please sign up in the Atrium and contact Seth Lloyd (smlloyd4@gmail.com) with any questions.

Diocesan Convention: The 192nd Convention of the Episcopal Diocese of Michigan will be held on
October 23rd and 24th at The Vibe Collection (46100 Grand River Ave, Novi, 48374). It is open to
everyone who is curious to meet people from around the diocese and learn more about ministries in
our region. It is free to attend, although meal costs are separate. Learn more and register by October
9th at edomi.org/convention. In 2026, Christ Church Detroit is officially represented by lay delegates
Paul Abdullah, Ruth Boeder, and Jim Treece, alternate lay delegate Jerry Hardy, and clergy delegate Rev.
Emily Williams Guffey. Our delegates help voice Christ Church’s interests and ideas among our wider
diocesan family, and bring ideas and opportunities back to the congregation. Delegates participate in
occasional meetings throughout the year, and vote on diocesan matters during the convention.

We’'re Hiring! Christ Church is hiring for two part-time positions: Facilities Manager and Event Host.
Although these paid positions are not open to parishioners, they are excellent opportunities for
friends, neighbors, colleagues, classmates, and other contacts-please spread the word! Learn more at
christcd.org/job-openings-3 and contact Rev. Emily (emily@christcd.org) to express interest.

LISTEN

Lyyra Concert: The Community Chorus of Detroit and Christ Church Detroit are pleased to present the
return of Lyyra in concert! Lyyra is the new all-women vocal ensemble from The VOCES8 Foundation,
and will perform here at Christ Church Detroit on Saturday, November 7th at 8:00 p.m. Lyyra seeks to
redefine the genre of upper voice music in the choral landscape, highlighting the astonishing
capabilities within the full spectrum of women’s singing. With a broad texture and exhilarating range
of sound, the group’s talented members specialize in jazz, pop, and folk music from diverse traditions
and backgrounds. Tickets are available for $20 at www.communitychorusofdetroit.com or at the door.

Tuesday Musicale Concert: The Tuesday Musicale of Detroit will present a concert at Christ Church
on Tuesday, October 13th at 10:30 a.m., featuring pianists Marina Stojanovska, Natasha Stojanovska,
and Rebecca Hapel, soprano Bonnie A. Brooks, organist Dr. Edward Maki-Schramm, and several
student musicians. The Tuesday Musicale is a classical music organization devoted to bringing the best
in live performance of classical music to Detroit area audiences since 1885. For tickets and more
information, visit tuesdaymusicaleofdetroit.org.

Candlelight Concerts will return to Christ Church on Friday and Saturday, October 23rd & October
24th, with performances at 6:30 p.m. & 8:45 p.m., including Halloween Classics and a Tribute to Adele.
On Friday, November 13th, enjoy a Tribute to Dolly Parton at 6:30 p.m. or un Tributo a Juan Luis
Guerra at 8:45 p.m. Visit feverup.com/detroit/candlelight for tickets and more information.



WORSHIP

Blessing of the Animals: Today we are celebrating all creatures, great and small, in honor of the Feast
of St. Francis, who was known for his love of all creation! All pets, stuffed animals, photos of pets, or
even photos of pets who have crossed the Rainbow Bridge are invited to be blessed throughout the
morning, especially during a special outdoor service on the Woodbridge Lawn at 10:00 a.m. From 9:00
a.m. - 12:00 p.m., visit barnyard friends in a petting zoo on the Woodbridge Lawn. At noon, Dan the
Creature Man will introduce creatures from the wilder side of the Animal Kingdom!

Supporting our Floral Ministry: We are so appreciative of flower tributes and dedications in our
weekly worship! In addition to financial support, home-grown flowers and plant materials can make a
positive difference in our budget and are helpful to carry on this tradition.

Making a dedication for altar flowers in honor or memory of loved ones for or a special occasion is a
beautiful and visible way to show love. Please sign up on the Atrium bulletin board or contact the
Office (officestaff@christcd.org). Suggested minimum donation per dedication is $85.

As gardens wind down for the season, we also welcome live flowers and plant material: Please text
Richard Thomas at 313-575-9932 to discuss details of any gift you may wish to share.

Harvest Rogation: On Sunday, October 18th, at 4:00 p.m., we’ll hold a service of communion and
prayers for our natural world at Knagg’'s Creek Farm (5046 W. Jeffries Fwy, Detroit). This is a beautiful
gathering, allowing us to enjoy the fullness of creation. There’s plenty of room for young parishioners
to run around, and light refreshments will follow. What’s rogation? It has “roots” in the Latin word
rogare, which means “to ask”. We ask for blessings for all the growers and gardeners in the parish, for
all small farms and those who tend them, and for the courage to be faithful, constant stewards of
creation, as we give thanks for all that the harvest provides.

Marathon Sunday, 10:30 a.m. Service: On Sunday, October 18th, the Detroit Free Press Marathon
takes place throughout the city. Due to road closures, we will not have an 8:15 a.m. service nor 9:30
a.m. classes that day, but we will have a 10:30 a.m. service and afternoon programming such as the Bag
Lunch Program and Community Chorus rehearsal.

Feast of Christ the King: A church’s patronal feast is when it celebrates the saint for which it’s named.
Here at Christ Church, we celebrate our patron “saint” on the Feast of Christ the King, Sunday,
November 22nd, with a festal liturgy, welcome of new members, and ingathering of pledges for 2027.
This feast is also the final Sunday of the church year, before Advent begins on November 29th.

Upcoming Weddings: Please pray for Angela Giorgio & Anton Havrylyuk and Angela Goodman & John
Mackin as they prepare for marriage next month. May the God of love be their sure foundation!

Baptism Opportunities: Are you or someone you know interested in baptism? The next opportunities
for baptism are on Sunday, November 1st, the Feast of All Saints; and on Sunday, January 10th, the
Feast of the Baptism of Jesus Christ. Preparation involves a class/session with Rev. Emily. For baptism
on November 1st, please contact emily@christcd.org by October 12th to schedule time to prepare.

Birthdays: It's a joy to remember one another’s birthdays by name in our Sunday prayers. If you
haven’t heard your name, it’s just because your special day is not on the church’s list - but we’d love for
it to be! To add your name, please drop a note to officestaff@christcd.org (no year is required). Cheers!

Family Meal to Celebrate our Ancestors: In restaurants, a family meal is often served before the
house opens for the evening. Food is prepared from whatever is on hand, and the dishes often reflect
the heritage of those preparing them. It can be a time to experiment, or a time to revel in the comfort
of the familiar. This is the spirit we hope to create with our All Souls’ Family Meal potluck to be shared
before Evensong. Whether you choose something from the Christ Church cookbook, or a recipe that’s
been your family for generations, it’s sure to be delicious. Watch for sign ups coming soon!



All Souls’ Evensong with Family Meal Potluck: A reflective service of prayer and music in
remembrance of those we have loved and lost will be held on Thursday, October 29th, at 7:00 p.m.,
with a potluck dinner beforehand in Ledyard Hall.

Part of the All Souls’ tradition at Christ Church is to bring framed, labeled photos of loved ones to
place on tables of remembrance throughout the sanctuary. You may bring yours in any time, and leave
them in the Atrium until the 29th. They will then be on display through All Saints’, November 1st.

Memorial Dedications: Making dedications is a lovely way to remember those whom we have lost
and whose memories we hold dear. Please complete a card (available at the entrances) or fill out an
online form (see the eNews for the link) before Monday, October 26th to have your loved ones added
to the bulletin for the All Souls’ evening service and All Saints’ Day services. While not required, a $25
donation is suggested per dedication, which will go to special music and altar flowers.

LEARN

Inquirers’ Course: Are you new or new-ish to Christ Church and want to explore what it’s all about?
Are you curious about the Episcopal Church? Do you want to meet new people, make friends, and find
your place in this vibrant community? Join the Inquirers’ Course on Wednesdays, October
21-November 18 from 7:00-8:30 p.m. on Zoom, led by Sandy Zull, Anna Barger, Paul Abdullah, and Rev.
Emily. Contact emily@christcd.org to sign up or with any questions. It’s a great opportunity for anyone
who wants to learn and connect, and can be a step toward being welcomed as a new parishioner this
fall or to becoming officially received or confirmed as an Episcopalian this spring.

Updates from the Finance Committee: On Sunday, October 11th, between and after services, Finance
Chair Jane Forbes and Assistant Treasurer Paul Abdullah will provide updates on our parish’s recent
audits and paint a picture of our current financial conditions and practices. Grab a cup of coffee and a
bite to eat, and tune in to the important information that they’ll share.

Virtual Book Study with Bishop Perry: In an era of political polarization, eroding democratic norms,
and rising authoritarianism, many Christians find themselves disoriented, wondering how their faith
should inform myriad daily decisions. In her book For Such a Time as This: An Emergency Devotional,
theologian Hanna Reichel draws upon scholarship and pastoral wisdom to offer a timely resource for
believers seeking spiritual grounding amid societal upheaval. Join Bishop Bonnie Perry on Zoom on
Wednesdays, October 7th, 14th, and 21st at 7:00 p.m. for engaging discussions of the book. Register at
edomi.org/suchatime for details. Zoom link provided upon registration.

Book Talk about Syrian Christianity: Join friends at Christ Church Dearborn (120 N. Military Street,
Dearborn, 48124) on Saturday, October 17th from 4:00-6:00 p.m. for a book signing and conversation
with the Rev. Dr. Nadim Nassar, author of The Middle Eastern Jesus: The Christ of the Gospel and the
Culture of God. During the event, Fr. Nadim will present a talk titled “The Syrian Jesus and the Culture
of God”. A priest in the Church of England, Fr. Nadim is also the founder and executive director of the
Awareness Foundation, dedicated to interfaith work and supporting Christians in the Middle East.

Mosque Tour: Islam, Christianity, and the Questions We’ve Always Wanted to Ask: On Sunday,
October 18th from 1:30-4:00 p.m. at the Islamic Center of America (19500 Ford Road, Dearborn,
48128), join Fr. Halim Shukair (Priest-in-Charge at Christ Episcopal Church Dearborn), Fr. Chris Yaw
(Rector at St. David’s Episcopal Church, Southfield), and Imam Sheikh Ahmad Hammoud (religious
leader at the Islamic Center of America) for a special visit to the mosque, which is the largest in North
America. Register via the link on the bulletin board poster or in the eNews.



ONGOING LEARNING OPPORTUNITIES

Adult Bible Study: All are invited to join our Adult Bible Study, which meets on Sundays at 9:30 a.m. in
Sibley House. Led by Barbara Cushing, we're beginning our year of reading with the Apostle Paul’s
Epistle to the Romans. In January 2027 after a Christmas break, our reading will continue with the
Gospel of John, and we’ll complete the year reading the three short Epistles of John. This year’s
syllabus can be found at christcd.org/adult_education. We read to each other in class and avail
ourselves to insights offered in contemporary commentary; there is no homework.

The Tuesday Lectionary Study, led by pastoral assistant Sandy Zull, meets on Tuesdays at 12:00 p.m.
at the church to read and reflect on the scripture readings for the Sunday ahead. All are welcome at
any time, and no advance preparation is needed. Contact Sandy (zull.sandraf@gmail.com) in advance
of attending, in case of any last-minute schedule changes.

Centering Prayer meets online each Thursday at 11 a.m. If you are not familiar with this practice,
Centering prayer is a Christian method of silent, contemplative prayer designed to foster a deeper,
personal relationship with God by resting in the divine presence. The online meeting information can
be found in the eNews. Contact Kathryn Treece with any questions.

Creation Continues: Unleash your inner artist and uncover the talents given to you by the Creator. No
experience is needed, and inexpensive watercolors from the dollar store will work just fine! Contact
Sally LePla with any questions. Sally LePla is away for much of October, so the next meetings of our
online visual arts group will be Tuesdays, October 27th, November 3rd, 11th & 17th, at 1 p.m.

Children’s & Youth Ministries at Christ Church Detroit include the Montessori-based Godly Play,
quality music training, liturgical formation such as the Acolyte Program, and other age-appropriate
opportunities for holistic, community-centered spiritual growth and discovery. To register and/or to
share your ideas and interests, please complete the forms posted via QR code next to the Nursery and
classrooms. With any questions, please reach out to Rev. Emily (emily@christcd.org) or Ms. Carol
Ambrogio, Youth Choir Director (carol@christcd.org).

TopAY’S SCHEDULE

8:15 a.m. Holy Eucharist in St. Elizabeth’s Chapel

8:45 a.m. Breakfast in Cary Lounge & Ledyard Hall

9:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. Petting Zoo on the Woodbridge Lawn!
9:00-10:30 a.m. Choir Rehearsal in Choir Room & Sanctuary

9:30 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. Nursery open

9:30-10:00 a.m. Youth Choir rehearsal in Lower Level

9:30-10:30 a.m. Adult Bible Study in Sibley House

10:00-10:20 a.m. Service of Pet Blessings on the Woodbridge Lawn
10:30 a.m. Choral Eucharist in the Sanctuary

11:45 a.m. Cider & Donuts in Ledyard Hall

12:00 p.m. Dan the Creature Man in Ledyard Hall!

12:30 p.m. Bag Lunch Ministry at Jefferson Entrance

1:30-4:00 p.m. Community Chorus of Detroit Rehearsal in Ledyard Hall
2:30-4:30 p.m. Crossroads Choir Rehearsal in Choir Room

3:00-5:00 p.m. Sigma Alpha Iota Music Fraternity Meeting in Cary Lounge



